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FOCUS: REVIEWS

"BROWSING WITH BILL"
William Bergeson
Director of Reading
Mt. Pleasant Public Schools

BASIC READING FOR SECONDARY STUDENTS
Grant Von Harrison and John C. Wilkinson
291 pages, METRA, a division of Utah Navajo Industries
Box 1000, Blanding, Utah 84511, 1977. $20.00

Basic Reading for Secondary Students
(BRSS) also goes by the name of Harrison Structured Tutoring. The BRSS is an
(one-to-one student/tutor ratio), highly
structured, high phonetic, diagnostic,
criterion-referenced remedial reading program for secondary students.
Being a Director of Reading for a K-12
school district, I am always watching for
programs that can utilize ·the resources of
the community. BRSS is such a program
in that it makes use of lay people to do
the tutoring. One of the major problems
facing anyone trying to use lay people is
that they are not trained to teach reading
and hence need almost constant monitoring by a professional if the tutoring is to
be anything more than busy-work. I have
looked at and used many programs that
purport to contain the necessary structure to be effective. More often than not,
I am usually disappointed. However, this
is not the case with the BRSS program.
All tutors have to be trained by one of
the METRA employees in tutoring techniques and instructional principles. The
workshop takes approximately two days
and costs $100.00 per trainee. While this
can become quite expensive, after the
first group of tutors are trained someone
from the initial group could train the
next group of tutors. The training sessions
are structured to teach the tutors the
philosophy of the program, how to use
the materials effectively, and how to get
the student through the program without
needing much outside (professional) help.
In order for a tutoring program to
work effectively, it has to be highly
structured for the tutor. BRSS is such a
program. It is structured, sequenced and
based on mastery of objectives. The

tutor's manual/instructural book is divided into 13 units. The majority of the
units are generally . based on phonetic
rules and principles and a few units are
devoted to sight words, oral reading, comprehension (weak) and reading rate. All
13 units are based on the mastery format;
the student must meet the criterion to
proceed. If mastery is not achieved, added
help is given until he/she can pass the
tests.
While I am not a "phonics" advocate,
this program does work. I believe it works
because the student needing remedial
help needs highly structured programs
that break down the reading process into
small steps. Also, the student gets as
many repetitions as needed in order to
achieve mastery. There are several other
reasons why this program works. First,
the program is entirely based on the positive feedback-behavioral learning technique. Second, the student is required to
do assignments outside the tutoring environment after every lesson. This means
reading a minimum of 15 pages in a
leisure reading-type book and finding a
certain number of words that follow the
rule of the lesson just completed. The
student is required to be tutored a minimum of three times per week for approximately 30-45 minutes per session. The
entire 13 units take anywhere from 30 to
60 hours for the "average" remedial
reader to complete.
The research that I have read concerning this program is most favorable. On
pre-post normative tests the growth in
reading skills for the students seem excellent. All in all, Basic Reading for Secon- .
dary Students is well worth looking into.
For those of you that teach elementary
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format as the secondary program. In fact,
I believe the elementary program is better
than the secondary one.

school, the MET RA has a tutoring program called Beginning Reading I and
Beginning Reading 2 that uses the same

CHILDREN'S WRITING, AN APPROACH FOR THE PRIMARY GRADES
Leonard Sealey, Nancy Sealey, Marcia Millimore
73 pages. International Reading Association, 1979. $3.00 members, $4.00 others
the most sophisticated form of language
and it depends almost entirely on two
other forms, talking and listening, especially at this early stage of development.
It is in this chapter that the authors
describe the three major categories or
"postures" that a writer must take. The
three categories are:
1. The transactional posture. This is
the language concerned with getting
things done. It involves giving information, instructions, explanations,
and opinions; recording facts; and
attempting to persuade and advise
others.
2. The expressive posture. This is language which is close to the self, used
to reveal the nature of the person,
to verbalize his consciousness, and
to exhibit his close relation to the
reader. Expressive language is a free
flow of ideas and feelings.
3. The poetic posture. Poetic language
is a verbal construct, fashioned in a
particular way to make a pattern.
Language is used as an art medium.
The authors indicate that much of the
early writing of young children will fall
into the transactional category with some
into the expressive category and very
little into the poetic category. These three
categories are mentioned because they
are the heart of this book and everything
else revolves around them.
This book is so good that I have started
to organize inservice sessions around the
philosophy, ideas, and activities presented
in it. The authors present 24 excellent
activities for both immediate and subsequent follow-up strategies. All the activities are associated with the transactional,
expressive and poetic postures at levels
appropriate to young children. In short,
this is a short, easy to read, how-to book
packed with many examples, ideas, and
activities for the serious primary grade
teacher. I hope it will be on your shelf,
dog-eared from heavy use. As Sir Francis
Bacon so succinctly wrote in 1590, "Some

As I work with teaching staff, many
of the early elementary teachers ask me
what type of writing program they should
be conducting for their students. They
tell me, rightly so, that most of their
students don't have the skills, i.e.,
mechanical writing abilities, spelling, etc.,
for any serious creative writing activities
to take place. Also, many teachers haven't
had the training in teaching youngsters
the writing skills. Therefore, writing in
the primary grades is a hit or miss activity
and there really aren't many system.atic
writing activities going on. Primary grade
teachers who are searching for procedures
to use to develop their pupils' writing
abilities will discover this short book
extremely valuable. In fact, if a teacher
used only the suggestions offered in this
book, he/she would have an excellent
program for about a year's worth of
writing activities.
Children's Writing in chapter one presents a rationale for primary children's
writing. The second and third chapters
set forth the fundamentals for the teaching of writing, and the fourth chapter
deals with certain details of classroom
management. Chapter five, the last chapter, consists of descriptions of activities,
which can be used without additional
preparation in primary classrooms or
adapted for use with a minimum of effort.
1-Iow~ver, the chapter is not just a collection of one-time activities; instead,
each procedure is accompanied by some
additional suggestions for follow up, both
immediate and long term.
Chapter one gives general background
on writing by young children, including
the rationale for writing in the elemen-.
tary grades and descriptions of the different kinds of writing that can be expected at these young ages. It is very important to read this chapter in order to understand the context in which the activities
of the remainder of the book can be
expected to work successfully. The chapter deals with the concept that writing is
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books are to be tasted, others to be
swallowed, and a few to be chewed and

digested." This is one of those books to
be chewed and digested.

BASIC READING INVENTORY
Jerry L. Johns
135 pages. Kendall/Hurt Publishing Company, 1978 . $4.95
The Basic Reading Inventory is a spiralbound paper booklet measuring 8½ x 11 ".
It is an instrument used to informally
diagnose children's reading levels from
pre-primer to grade eight. An informal
reading inventory is one procedure the
classroom teacher can use to evaluate a
student's reading performance, place him/
her in appropriate instructional materials,
and develop reading strategy lessons.
Before I get into a description of the
Basic Reading Inventory, let me say that
this is the finest informal reading inventory (IRA) that I have had the pleasure to
use. I'm not saying that the other inventories are bad, e.g. , Sucher-Allred Reading
Placement Inventory, and etc., but that
this one is much better. It is better for
the following reasons:
1. There are no pictures for the children to use to guess selection meaning. Since the primary reason for
using an IRA is to assess I how a
student uses language cues to recon-struct meaning from print, no picture or illustrations should be used
as they artificially influence the
results of the reading.
2. Many miscues that do not interfere
with the child's meaning are not
counted as errors. Therefore, the
teacher's judgement comes into
play when counting errors. If the
error e.g., substituting a · for the,
does not interfere with meaning,
thel). it is not counted as an error.
3. The "Summary of Performance"
page is excell_ent. By just looking at
a single completed page, the teacher
should be able to start planning the
reading strategy lessons.
4. The comprehension questions asked
are complete. Many IRI's ask too
many factual-type questions; not
this one. For every 10 questions,
the breakdown goes something like

.this - five fact-type questions, two
vocabulary questions, two inference
questions , and one main idea question.
5. The Basic Reading Inventory is
vastly superior over the rest of the
inventories because it goes beyond
helping the teacher discover a child's
reading levels (independent, instructional and frustrational). Dr. John's
inventory contains a large amount
of background information, suggestions , examples, and appendices as
well as other useful information
that would be a great benefit to
beginning as well as experienced
teachers.
The Basic Reading Inventory consists
of three forms. Therefore , it provides an
excellent pre- and post-test. Also, this
inventory can be used three different
times with the same child without inventory contamination. The manual explains
how to administer, score , and interpret
the Basic Reading Inventory. Also included are graded word lists and graded
paragraphs that can be used with students
to place them in appropriate reading
materials and determine their strengths
and weaknesses in word attack skills and
comprehension. Numerous examples, strategy lessons, and summary aids should
enable a diverse group of professionals to
use this inventory to enhance reading
instruction in classrooms, resource rooms,
and clinics.
If you purchase this inventory you
will probably relegate the other IRI's to
the back, dusty shelf. The Basic Reading
Inventory can be used again and again as
you have the au tho r's permission to reproduce the needed pages. I can see this
inventory being used for individual student diagnosis as well as for teacher
inservice. My recommendation to you is
to purchase it.
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THE READING CLINIC
Jerry J. Mellot, Editor
16 pages, Center for Applied Research in Education, West Nyack, New York 10994
A monthly publication (10 pages). $37.83

THE READING REPORT AND TEACHING READING
Croft-NEI Publications
24 Rope Road, Waterford, Conn. 06386
Monthly publications (12 and 10 issues). $44.78

Reading Report is published 12 times a
year and Teaching Reading is sent out
nine times per year. The Report contains
eight pages per issue and Teaching Reading is made up of 16 pages. The comments given for the Reading Clinic also
hold for these two publications - they
are too expensive for value received.
However, I mentioned earlier that
these publications do have good points
and can be worthwhile. They are short in
length, don't take much reading time.
This can be a very valuable asset for busy
people. Also, because of the short articles,
one can stay abreast of the field, or at
least glimpse the highlights, without going
into great depth or getting more information than one wants. These publications
are replete with ideas and suggestions that
a teacher might want to use with his/her
students. Many of the activities have been
used by myself and others. Due to the
fact that these booklets are monthly in
nature, the ideas and suggestions offered
are very timely, e.g., the December issues
have activities revolving around a Christmas theme. Books for children are briefly
reviewed in some of the publications and
may have some merit to teachers for
turning kids on to reading.
I believe when my subscriptions to
these publications come up for renewal,
I'll let them lapse. I just can't afford them.

These publications are aimed primarily
at the elementary classroom teacher.
While these publications have some merits,
which will be mentioned shortly, they are
too expensive for what is received. A
much better bargain \)'.Ould be a membership in the Internatiorfal Reading Association. For a $25.00 yearly fee, a person
will receive a monthly reading journal
that averages about 125 pages per issue.
The IRA journals are the sine qua non of
the reading professio,n and I have no
choice but to compare monthly reading
publications to them. It is my feeling that
the above publications certainly come in
second best when compared with the
IRA journals.

The Reading Clinic is a 16 page,
monthly school year publication. This
publication is what I would call an idea/
suggestion pamphlet. It is devoted to
bringing to the teacher techniques and
materials - often in reproducible form for many areas of developmental and
remedial reading instruction. While it
delivers many ideas and suggestions,
$37.83 is certainly too steep a price to
pay for what averages out to 160 pages
of reading ideas per year.
The Reading Report and Teaching
Reading are very similar to The Reading
Clinic. These are sister publications - The
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